LORD  OXFORD WAS  SHAKESPEARE
the Royal Commission of 1583 to report on the state
of the Navy in view of the threatened Spanish in-
vasion, which actually came in 1588.
Admiral Holland writes:
Referring to Hamlet's remark, "the time is out
of joint," perhaps the most noteworthy incident is
one which occurred at the end of 1582, namely the
change on the Continent from the Julian to the
Gregorian Calendar. The confusion which would
ensue from this can well be imagined: England
keeping one date, the Continent being ten days
different.
Admiral Holland comments:
Polonius in his instructions to Reynolds (II, i)
to spy on Laertes, mentions "falling out at tennis"
as an example of the "slight sullies" he is to lay on
his son. When Sir Philip Sidney (after the tennis
court quarrel) challenged the Earl, and the Queen
forbad the duel, the reason she gave to Sir Philip
was as follows:
"She pointed out the difference in degrees between
Earls and Gentlemen, the respect inferiors owed to
superiors, and how the Gentleman's neglect of the
Nobility taught the peasant to insult both." This
occurred rather more than three years before Hamlet
was written. Now note Hamlet's remark in Act V, i:
"By the Lord, Horatio, this three years I have taken
note of it: the age is grown so picked that the toe
of the peasant comes so near the heel of the courtier
he galls his kibe."
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